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in its planning and con- | 
struction. It is an astonish- 
ing piece of work to have 
been completed within two 
years, and has contributed | 
greatly to the normaliza- 
tion of the work at the 
university after the years 
of exile in buildings at- 
tered all over the city that 
followed on the loss of the | 
original buildings after) 
1948 

The University of today 
has found a happy balance 
between the needs of re 
search and the high stand- 
ard required to create an 
intellectual centre able to 
attract the best minds to its 
staff and the most gifted 


students to its rolls. and 
the need to supply a higher | 
education for thousands of | 


Israel's youth. At the same | 


time it has also become a 
melting-pot for immigrant 
youth of widely differin 
training and outlook. Mu 
of the future of Israel de- | 
pends on the outlook to- 
ward knowledge and un- 
derstanding. science and 
history, with which it will 
umbue the next generation | 
of Israel's leadership, most 
of which will come from 
this source of trained man- 
power. | 
HEN the celebration is 
over, what next? 

Speaking at the ceremo- 
ny on Friday reproducing 

the procia- 
THE NEXT mation of 

the State, 
STAGE the Prime 

Minister, Mr 
Ben-Gurion, allowed it to 
be seen that in his view it 
is the full absorption of 
the immigrants. For the 
time being. at least, our 
warlike neighbours have 
learned a lesson. Without 
direct support by a great 
power, they are not likely 
to provoke hostile acts as 
easily as they did before 
Sinai. This breathing spell 
must be used to the best 
advantage, and the ab- 
sorption of the immigrants 
seems the mest important 
item on the agenda. This 
nation must become one 
united entity in the shart- 
est possible time. 

One cannot “absorb” 
without a plan; “absorb- 
ing in a vacuum produces 
the formless society s0 
characteristic of the east- | 
ern world. Absorption has 
in common with military 
scionce that it must have | 


to make the individual sol- 
dier an asset and not a 

liability in the general na- 

tional effort. 
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dents: this year — over half 
of the 4400 students attend 
classes at the 
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